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	Student Outcomes Assessment Plan (SOAP)

	Mission Statement

	The mission of the Fresno State Doctor of Physical Therapy program is to graduate a diverse, contemporary physical therapist, who is committed to service, advocacy, and innovative approaches to inclusive healthcare. 

Vision: The vision of the Fresno State Department of Physical Therapy is to continually foster an educational program that promotes reflective, service-oriented physical therapy leaders who are sensitive to local and global issues, and transform society through best practice and innovative research. 


Institutional Learning Outcomes, Program Learning Outcomes/Goals, and SLO’s
A. Institutional Learning Outcomes. Fresno State ILO’s are posted on the following webpage: http://fresnostate.edu/academics/oie/assessment/fresno-state-assessment.html 
B. Student Learning Outcomes:
1. SLO 1/Goal 1:  Demonstrate comprehension and integration of foundational, physical, biological, behavioral, and movement sciences. Integration of applied sciences and clinical sciences necessary for safe, effective, entry-level, person-centered physical therapy practice across the lifespan and continuum of care.
1a: Pass all courses or specified assessment items identified in those courses
1b: Meet specified clinical skills

2. SLO 2/Goal 2: Professional Communication: Communicate professionally and ethically with diverse populations, all members of the healthcare team, and those impacted by care, incorporating cultural humility and social determinants of health to meet the needs of all involved in the healthcare process.
2a: Pass all courses or specified assessment items in those courses identified.
2b: Meet specific clinical performance standards. 
2c: Be perceived by patients/clients as prepared for the treatment, professional, and an effective communicator

3. SLO 3/Goal 3: Collaborative Practice: Independently engage in inter- and intra-professional collaborative practice, upholding ethical, legal, regulatory, and payer standards while advocating for wellness, prevention, and population health.
3a: Pass all courses or specified assessment items in those courses identified
3b: Meet specific clinical performance standards
3c. Participate in inter- and interprofessional education activities

4. SLO 4/Goal 4: Clinical Decision-Making: Apply evidence-informed clinical reasoning and differential diagnosis skill to optimize outcomes across diverse populations, while demonstrating a commitment to lifelong learning.
4a: Pass all courses or specified assessment items in those courses identified.
4b: Meet specific clinical performance standards.
4c: Pass the Qualifying Examination.
4d. Pass the Oral Defense Project

5. SLO 5/Goal 5: Research and Scholarship: Demonstrate competency in clinical research and scholarly inquiry to critically appraise evidence, support clinical reasoning, and apply evidence-informed practice to improve patient outcomes, and contribute to knowledge generation in a dynamic healthcare environment.
5a: Pass all courses or specified assessment items in those courses identified. 
5b: Present scholarly inquiry in a public forum.
5c: Pass the Oral Defense
5d. Produce and pass the written Doctoral manuscript
Curriculum Map: Courses that SLO’s are addressed and evaluated
	
	SLO 1
	SLO 2
	SLO 3
	SLO 4
	SLO 5

	Year 1
	
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 507
	I
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 508
	I
	
	
	I
	

	PHTH 510
	I
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 511
	I
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 512
	I
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 527
	I
	
	
	I
	

	PHTH 533
	I
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 534
	I
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 570
	I
	I
	
	
	

	PHTH 591
	
	
	
	
	I

	PHTH 593
	I
	I
	I
	
	

	PHTH 557
	
	I
	I
	I
	

	Graduate Writing Requirement
	
	I
	
	
	

	Clinical Readiness Exam
	I
	
	
	
	

	Year 2
	
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 517
	D
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 518
	D
	
	
	D
	

	PHTH 526
	
	
	
	D
	

	PHTH 528
	D
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 529
	D
	
	
	D
	

	PHTH 536
	D
	
	
	D
	

	PHTH 546
	D
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 561
	D
	
	
	D
	

	PHTH 571
	
	D
	
	
	

	PHTH 594
	
	D
	D
	
	

	PHTH 597
	
	D
	
	
	D

	PHTH 554s
	
	D
	D
	D
	

	PHTH 555s
	
	D
	D
	D
	

	PHTH 558
	
	D
	D
	D
	

	Qualifying Examination
	D
	D
	
	D
	

	Doctoral Project Proposal Presentation
	
	D
	
	
	D

	Year 3
	
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 537
	M
	M
	
	M
	

	PHTH 538
	M
	
	M
	M
	

	PHTH 539
	M
	
	M
	M
	

	PHTH 560
	
	
	M
	
	

	PHTH 563
	M
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 564
	M
	
	M
	
	

	PHTH 565s
	
	M
	M
	
	

	PHTH 572
	M
	
	M
	M
	

	PHTH 598
	
	M
	
	
	M

	PHTH 559
	M
	M
	M
	M
	



For courses in the major, using the abbreviations below indicate which outcomes are introduced, which are developed, and which are mastered in that particular course.
	I = Introduced
	D = Developed
	M=Mastered

	


SLO’s Mapped to Assessment Measures and Methods
	Assessment Measure
	Evaluation
Method
	SLO 1
	SLO 2
	SLO 3
	SLO 4
	SLO 5

	Year 1

	PHTH 507
	Score
	Course Grade
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 508
	Score, Rubric 
	Course Grade
	
	
	Final Lab Practical
	

	PHTH 510
	Score 
	Final exam
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 511
	Score
	Final exam
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 512
	Score
	Course grade
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 527
	Score, rubric
	Course grade
	
	
	Final Lab practical
	

	PHTH 533
	Score
	Course grade
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 534
	score
	Course grade
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 570
	score
	Course grade
	Course grade
	
	
	

	PHTH 591
	score
	
	
	
	
	Course grade

	PHTH 593
	score
	Course grade
	Assignment
	Course grade
	
	

	PHTH 557
	Criteria
	
	CPI 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2
	CPI 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.4, 4.1, 5.1
	CPI 3.1
	

	Graduate Writing Requirement
	Rubric
	
	Pass
	
	
	

	Clinical Readiness Exam
	Rubric
	Pass
	
	
	
	

	Year 2

	PHTH 517
	Score
	Course grade
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 518
	Score, rubric
	Course grade
	
	
	Final Lab practical
	

	PHTH 526
	Score, rubric
	
	
	
	Final Lab practical
	

	PHTH 528
	Score
	Course grade
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 529
	Score, rubric
	Course grade
	
	
	Final Lab practical
	

	PHTH 536
	Score, rubric
	Course grade
	
	
	Final Lab practical
	

	PHTH 546
	Score
	Course grade
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 561
	Score
	Course grade
	
	
	Course grade
	

	PHTH 571
	Score
	
	assignment
	
	
	

	PHTH 594
	Score
	
	Course grade
	Course grade
	
	

	PHTH 597
	Score
	
	Assignment
	
	
	Course grade

	PHTH 554s
	CPI Criteria

	
	CPI 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2
	CPI 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.4, 4.1, 5.1
	CPI 3.1
	

	PHTH 555s
	CPI Criteria

	
	CPI 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2
	CPI 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.4, 4.1, 5.1
	CPI 3.1
	

	PHTH 558
	CPI Criteria

	
	CPI 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2
	CPI 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.4, 4.1, 5.1
	CPI 3.1
	

	Qualifying Examination
	Rubric


	Pass
	Pass
	
	Pass
	

	Doctoral Project Proposal Presentation
	Rubric
	
	Pass
	
	
	

	Year 3

	PHTH 537
	Score, rubric
	Course grade
	Final Lab Practical 
	
	Final Lab practical
	

	PHTH 538
	Score
	Course grade
	
	Course grade
	Course grade
	

	PHTH 539
	Score, rubric
	Course grade
	
	Course grade
	Course grade
	

	PHTH 560
	Score
	
	
	Course grade
	
	

	PHTH 563	
	Score
	Course grade
	
	
	
	

	PHTH 564
	Score
	Course grade
	
	Course grade
	
	

	PHTH 565s
	Score
	
	Project presentation
	Course grade 
	
	

	PHTH 572
	Score
	Course grade
	
	Assignment
	Assignment
	

	PHTH 598
	Score, rubric
	
	Course grade
	
	Course grade
	Course grade

	PHTH 559
	CPI Criteria

	CPI 1-12
	CPI 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2
	CPI 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.2, 3.4, 4.1, 5.1
	CPI 3.1
	



Assessment Measures: Description of Assignment and Method (rubric, criteria, etc.) used to evaluate the assignment
C. Direct Measures 
1. Pass all courses or specified assessment items in those courses identified above. Students must achieve a score of 70% or more on all written examinations and 80% or more on oral lab practical examinations. Integrated lab experiences courses (PHTH 554s, PHTH 555s) require a minimum passing grade of “B” or 80% and above as they are considered lab courses. The full-time clinical experience courses are measured on the CPI rating tool and must meet the minimum criteria for each respective course. Students must achieve a minimum of C (or “Credit”) in all PHTH courses. 
2. Students must maintain an overall GPA of 3.0 or above.
3. Successfully pass the Graduate Writing Requirement (GRE writing score > 4.5 or completion of remediation plan as outlined in department student handbook). 
4. Successfully pass the Clinical Readiness Exam (rubric).
5. Successfully pass the Qualifying Examination (rubric) in order to meet the criteria for  advancement to candidacy.
6. Successfully pass the Doctoral Project requirements including both the oral defense and manuscript requirements (PHTH 598) (rubric). 

D. Indirect Measures 
1. Student course evaluations and end of semester review. 
2. Student exit survey upon completion of the program requirements. 
3. Student survey for curricular preparedness following each full-time clinical experience (PHTH 557, 558, 559).
4. Alumni and employer surveys.
5. Periodic Advisory board meetings.
Assessment Schedule/Timeline 
	Academic Year
	SLO 1
	SLO 2
	SLO 3
	SLO 4
	SLO 5

	2025- 2026
	x
	
	
	
	

	2026 -2027
	
	x
	
	
	

	2027 – 2028
	
	
	x
	
	

	2028 - 2029
	
	
	
	x
	x








	Closing the Loop 

	Fresno State Closing the Loop process is described immediately below.

	A major assessment report, which focuses on assessment activities carried out the previous academic year, is submitted in September of each academic year and evaluated by the Learning Assessment Team and Director of Assessment at Fresno State.

	Program/Department Closing the Loop process: The DPT program uses an evaluative process to analyze student outcomes for quality improvement on an ongoing basis. Direct and indirect measures are included in this process. The outcomes committee tracks data collection by semester on an ongoing basis for all courses. The committee presents data to the core faculty annually for recommendations. When student performance drops below expected performance levels a strategy is implemented to assess effectiveness and determine if it is a trigger for change. Remediations are documented and monitored. Student performance monitored by semester to ensure all students meet minimum requirement threshold.  
The department performs regular assessments including: student course evaluations, peer evaluations, semester course review with SWOT analysis, and student performance by cohort on a semester and annual basis. 
Additional data collected that is included in data analysis include: 1) national board examination results, 2) preliminary board exam (PEAT) practice test in final semester of the program, 3) graduation rates, 4) employment rates, 5) ongoing curriculum analysis.

	Continued analysis of objective data ensures the department is maintaining program goals, objectives, and sustaining a program modeling the mission, values, and strategic goals of the program, college, and university. 



3/10/2026 - page 1
