

	College of Social Sciences
BA in Social Science

	Student Outcomes Assessment Plan (SOAP)

	Mission Statement

	The BA in Social Science provides students with an understanding of major theoretical perspectives in the social sciences with a focus on how the social environment, culture,  inequalities, and policies shape individual experiences; knowledge about how to utilize social science concepts in the analysis of social phenomena; opportunities to develop critical thinking, written, and oral communication skills rooted in social science perspectives; an appreciation of socio-cultural diversity within and among societies; and applied quantitative and qualitative research skills.



	Goals and Student Learning Outcomes


A. The program will provide students with information about key concepts and issues in the social sciences so they will be able to comprehend and apply major theoretical perspectives. As a result, students will be able to:
1.   identify, explain and make use of basic social science concepts
2.   utilize social science theories to explain and assess issues broadly
3.   demonstrate knowledge of the assumptions and applications of major theories in the social sciences

B. The program will develop students’ research skills so they can analyze data, examine social phenomena, and create well-organized written and oral reports. As a result, students will be able to: 
4.   utilize accepted social scientific research techniques for the purpose of interpreting   
      and communicating research results
5.   demonstrate information literacy in evaluating social phenomena in socio-culturally diverse   
      communities and in perceiving patterns and relationships within them
6.   compile coherent, well-organized written and oral reports applying empirical analysis

C. The program will provide students with information through exposure to the disciplines of the social sciences; students will develop an understanding of the historical and current context of social inequalities. As a result, students will be able to:
7.   apply social scientific concepts and knowledge to assessing policies, programs and proposals
      for reducing inequality and solving structural problems and to practice reflexive self- 
      awareness of how personal identity and individual life chances depend on social and 
      historical context.
8.   effectively communicate their informed judgment of applied solutions to structural 
      problems from a social science perspective.

 



	Curriculum Map (Matrix of Courses X Learning Outcomes)

		Courses
	Outcome 
       1
	Outcome
        2                      
	Outcome
       3
	Outcome  
       4
	Outcome 
       5
	Outcome
      6     
	Outcome
      7
	Outcome
      8

	Upper-Division
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Theory: 
ANTH 104,
SOC 152, SOC 153,   
WS 143
	    M
	      M
	     M
	
	        
	        
	       
	       

	Methods: 
ANTH 111,
CLAS 150,  
CRIM 170, 
SOC 175,  
SOC 176, 
WS 153
	       
	       
	       
	
	        I/R
	        M
	       R
	    

	Inequality: 
AFRS 104W,
CLAS 160,
SOC 151,
SSCI 180
	    I/R
	     I/R
	       
	        I/R
	        I/R
	       
	     M
	     I/R

	Public Policy: PLSI 150,
PLSI 151,
PLSI 152,
PLSI 175,
SOC 144,
WS 149
	    I/R
	     I/R
	        
	       M
	       
	        
	     I/R
	     I/R

	Criminology:
CRIM/WS 126,
CRIM 178,
CRIM 138,
CRIM 120 (ID),
SOC 143 (ID)
	     I/R
	       
	        
	        I/R
	        
	        I/R
	        
	      M        

	Diversity:
AFRS 144 (ID)
AFRS 165/DRAMA 187,
AIS 105W,
ANTH 115,
ANTH 120 (M/I),
CLAS 160 (M/I),
CLAS 120W,
COMM 164 (M/I),
CRIM 174,
GEOG 167 (M/I), 
SOC 111,
SOC 131,
SWRK 136 (M/I),
WS 110,
WS 120,
WS 135 (M/I),
WS 101/HIST 101,
WS 195
	    I/R
	       I/R
	       
	        I/R
	        M
	        
	       I/R    
	      I/R       

	Environmental Studies:
EES 167 (IB),
EES 168 (IB),
GEOG 115 (IB),
GEOG 128 (IB),
SOC 158 (IB)
	
	
	
	I/R
	
	I/R
	
	I/R


	I = Introduced
	R = Reinforced
	M=Mastered

	




*Cells may have more than one measure because majors can enroll in multiple courses in each category.











	Assessment Methods


Direct Measures
Pretest/Post-test: These tests include both multiple choice and short answer questions and are used to assess content knowledge and critical thinking, as well as the extent to which student perspective on issues (such as gender roles) change between the beginning and end of the course.

Embedded exam questions:  Students will write an essay in response to a specific content question on a final exam; using the attached rubric the essays will be scored on a 1-5 scale by at least two faculty members. The outcome is met if the student scores a minimum of 3/5. Desired results will include students’ ability to utilize key social science terminology correctly and identify and apply relevant theoretical perspectives as well as craft a clear, coherent report. 

Research paper/project:  Student papers and/or projects involving questions that require the use of empirical analysis will be evaluated by at least two faculty members. Using the attached rubric, the paper/project will be evaluated on a 1-5 scale by at least two faculty. The outcome is met if the student scores a minimum of 3/5. Desired results will include the extent to which students have identified and correctly used the appropriate methodology and the extent to which they have analyzed the data and used it to draw conclusions or make arguments.

Reflective Exercise: Student papers and/or projects involving reflection prompts that require students to critically assess the role of the individual in society with regard to global topics like environmental degradation will be evaluated by at least two faculty members. Using the attached rubric, the paper/project will be evaluated on a 1-5 scale by at least two faculty. The outcome is met if the student scores a minimum of 3/5. Desired results will include the extent to which students have illustrated reflexive self-awareness in their subjective and objective perspectives on the analysis of data.

Indirect Measures
Alumni Survey: The alumni survey will be used to measure the relationship between a student’s training and their abilities in post-graduation pursuits. The specific information collected will be analyzed to see whether any adjustments to the program might enhance its effectiveness. These skills can include critical thinking, oral and written communication, knowledge about basic social science concepts and perspectives and the ability to interpret and apply basic research techniques. 








 
	Student Learning Outcomes X Assessment Methods Matrix

		  SLO’s
	  SLO1
	SLO2
	SLO3
	SLO4
	SLO5
	SLO6
	SLO7
	SLO8

	Pre-post
Test
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Embedded question
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Paper or Project
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Reflection Exercise
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Alumni Survey
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X








	Timeline for Implementation of Assessment Methods and Summary Evaluations

	Year 2022 to 2023     Major Theory Requirement Course: Learning Outcomes 2 and 3

	Method 1:  Final paper/project will be used; a representative sample of at least 15 papers/projects will be drawn and scored using our rubric by at least two faculty

	Year 2023 to 2024      Major Methods Requirement Course: Learning Outcomes 1 and 4

	Method 1: Final paper/project will be used; a representative sample of at least 15 papers/projects will be drawn and scored using our rubric by at least two faculty

	Year 2024 to 2025       Major Inequality Requirement: Learning Outcomes 7 and 8

	Method 1:  Final paper/project will be used; a representative sample of at least 15 papers/projects will be drawn and scored using our rubric by at least two faculty

	Year 2025 to 2026       Major Public Policy Requirement: Learning Outcomes 5 and 6

	Method 1:  Final paper/project will be used; a representative sample of at least 15 papers/projects will be drawn and scored using our rubric by at least two faculty

	Year 2026 to 2027      Major Diversity Requirement: Learning Outcomes 1 and 8

	Method 1:  Final paper/project will be used; a representative sample of at least 15 papers/projects will be drawn and scored using our rubric by at least two faculty















	Process for Closing the Loop

	For this five-year plan, the Program in Social Science is evaluating each of our major requirement areas. Each of the assessment methods of this five-year plan will involve the final paper or project for the course involved. Results for each year’s SOAP project will be presented and discussed with Program faculty following the completion of the report.  Then, a committee of faculty will analyze the results in depth, discussing any proposed changes in course content, program curricula and faculty-course scheduling that emerge from our analysis of the SOAP. The projects/papers that we will use for the SOAP project each year of this timeline will become signature assignments for each course’s evaluation in future semesters. Instructors of these courses will therefore be able to compare papers from semester-to-semester to ascertain if changes made after the initial analysis have been effective.

Over the course of this five-year plan, it is our intention to initiate practices that encourage a review of syllabi prepared by new faculty in the Program. For example, syllabi prepared by new faculty will be reviewed by the Program Coordinator and the Assessment Coordinator. This will help to confirm that learning outcomes are measurable and aligned with assignments and that the learning outcomes on the syllabi are consistent with program goals and outcomes.

	


 
























Student Outcomes Assessment Rubric – Program in Social Science 
	
	              1

   Unacceptable    
	          2 

Developing
	          3

  Competent
	        4
  
 Proficient
	         5

 Exemplary



	Content and 
purpose
	Minimal attention to content and purpose; errors of fact; lacks thesis statement/research question
	Some attention to content and purpose but reflects incomplete understanding
	Main points presented with limited details; some critical thinking present
	Main points developed with quality supporting details and evidence
	Insightful, cogent analysis of or response to a prompt; compelling, persuasive arguments 

	Use of appropriate methodology and data analysis
	No discussion of methodology or data analysis
	Minimal discussion of methods and analysis; 
	Adequate application of research methods and data analysis 
	Clearly competent application of research methods and data analysis
	Correct, well-applied methods used; consistently clear explanation and justification for data analysis

	Source of evidence
	Fails to demonstrate competence; few or unsubstantiated sources used 
	Some attempt to use sources; overuse of quotations or paraphrases
	Meets minimum requirement for use of sources; some information may lack relevance
	Consistent use of appropriate, relevant sources to develop and support ideas 
	Skillful, thorough, ethical, and correct use of high-quality, credible, relevant sources to develop and support ideas

	Mechanics, format, and syntax
	Pervasive pattern of errors in grammar, structure, word usage; lack of organization
	Lacks coherent structure; repeated, serious errors in grammar and word usage
	Most grammar, structure and syntax correct; some errors remain 
	Few errors in grammar, structure, or syntax; may be somewhat less fluid or complex
	Clear organizational structure; excellent grammar and word usage with few, minor, non-repeated errors






