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MINUTES OF THE GRADUATE COMMITTEE

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO

5241 N. Maple, M/S TA 43

Fresno, California 93740-8027

Office of the Academic Senate Ext. 8-2743

September 13, 2016
Members Present:
T. Skeen (Chair), J. Marshall, R. Raeisi, P. Trueblood, M. Lopez, S. Tracz, N. Mahalik
Members Absent:       


Guests:
Honora Chapman (Associate Dean), Brian Agbayani (Department Chair), Jidong Chen (Graduate Coordinator)
The meeting was called to order by Chair Skeen at 2:00 p.m. in TA #117.

1. Minutes. 
MSC to approve the minutes of September 6, 2016 as follows:
· Delete “to Thomas Building” 
2.
Agenda.
MSC to approve the agenda as distributed.

3.
Communications and Announcements.

J. Marshall: 
a) Announced that the Graduate Coordinator breakfast is on 21st September at 8 am in the Vintage Room, expecting 50 as per RSVP. 

b) Requested the members for any communication that the Committee may share with the Grad Coordinators at the breakfast on 21st September.     
4. M.A. in Linguistics Program Review discussion with the visitors:
After the introduction of the members and visitors, the Committee members asked the following questions and clarifications: 
(a) Updates or progress since the recommendations received from the Review Team and the Dean.

(b) Number of students in the program.

(c) Any documental evidence of assessment analysis and report including rubrics. 

(d) Status on development of culminating experience course such as Project.
(e) About the patent that the department and faculty have.

(f) Coordinator for Japanese Minor and the actual need of a faculty in the Minor.

(g) Students comments to the Review Team: Guidance in their practica, few opportunities to focus on applied area, and sustained guidance in culminating courses.

(h) Whether Graduate students are allowed to take courses from other departments.

(i) Any other questions the visitors may have.
The visitors responded to the questions as follows:   
(a) The review was completed last semester. The Chair was on Sabbatical Leave. Dr. Jidong is a new Graduate Coordinator. The discussions have started in the department.

(b) Currently, 23 students. The enrollment is declining. Most of the students were from Saudi Arabia. They heard that the SA government might have stopped the scholarship for their students.
(c) Could not locate any documents on results on assessment. However, the score in the Comprehensive Exam has been high. Details including rubrics are not available.
(d) Action plan is being discussed. 

(e) Sean Fulop has a patent on speech analysis at the granular level. The first patent at Fresno State.

(f) There are concerns from the students, and the Review Team has reflected the student comments in the Report. 

(g) Students are unable to enroll in Experiential Psychology Methods course. 
(h) The visitors had no questions for the Committee at the time, but indicated that the faculty do not get WTU for supervisory courses such as Thesis and Independent Study, and assistance with recruitment would be appreciated.
Dean Marshall and the members suggested including a Project option along with the Thesis. Dr. Marshall reiterated that the Project must have the same level of academic rigor as the Thesis. The Project may be used to focus on applied areas. Dr. Marshall also reminded the visitors to start thinking about writing an Action Plan to follow. The Department needs to write a letter to the Committee mentioning the steps it has taken based on the recommendations. Annual Report will help for feedback and monitoring the progress of the Action Plan. Suggestions were made to take advantage of FLC, GradNet Initiative for recruitment.  
Visitor Associate Dean Chapman commented that the M.A. in Linguistic Program is doing well. It is not all about program, but excellent community engagement, and in this respect the program has merit.
5. Discussion 
Because of time, discussion for recommendations was deferred to the next meeting.

6. MSC: to adjourn at 2:50 pm

The next scheduled meeting for the Graduate Committee is Tuesday, September 20, 2016. Agenda will be sent out to committee members.
Agenda:

1. Approval of the Minutes of 9/13/16

2. Approval of the Agenda

3. Communications and Announcements

4. Discussion of recommendations for M.A. in Linguistics

